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While Driving Home in Slow Traffic 
He Realizes Something about His Life
by Charles Rafferty
In my rearview mirror the sun ignites 
disaster in the clouds— a billowing mass 
of color. It’s a chaos that indicts 
the tiny lights along this road. They pass 
in slow succession, an unbroken line 
of braking brightness that disappears around 
a bend. Under a darker sky, the wine 
is waiting for us all, the ones who drowned 
all day in offices, who filed away 
their afternoons without even the hope 
of windows and their larger ligh t. .  . We stay 
inside. We miss the pear tree on the slope 
exploding into blossom and calling in 
the bees. This is how it’s always been.
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